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you were nuked to deliver a mes-

sageIK to your descendants 100 years
hence, In 2013, what would you

say?
If you were a great man and were

requested to leave, a record for posterity
of your best thought or your greatest
achievement, something as striking for
Instance as Nathan Hale's last speech

or Terry's "Wo have met the enemy and
they are. ours," what would you BUbmlt?

The Modern Historic Records Associa-

tion, with offices at 14 Orumercy Park
and a field of activity practically cover-

ing the entire world, Is making two

novel and Interesting experiments as
part of its work In preserving alt kinds
of human records of the present for nil

time. A short time ago It sent two en-

velopes of Imperishable paper to each of

Its members. In these envelopes each
family was requested to place a message
to Its descendants 100 years from the
present date, to be opened In the year

013. This message might consist of

photographs of the family, a genealogi-

cal history going ns far back as prac-

ticable, or anything else deemed worthy
of transmission.

Duplicate copies were to be placed In

the envelopes. The two sets of envelopes
so collected were to be placed In an In-

destructible box One of these boxes was
to be deposited In the New York Public
Library, the other In a chamber In one

of the pyramids In Egypt. Both were
to be opened Just 100 years from the
present date and the envelopes turned
over to the descendants to wliom they
were addressed.

What Interesting documents these
messages might prove If they could be
read now! Unfortunately, however, the
envelopes containing them arc sealed
and cannot be opened except by those
unborn and unnamed persons to whom
they are directed.

President Taft, an honorary president
of the association, had a set of these en-

velopes sent to him. It Is tempting to
conjure what message he thought most
important to deliver to his

In his case It
would hardly be n genealogy. It Is not
likely that he would send photographs,
or If he did ho would no doubt trans-
mit with them an Important message,
perhaps n prophecy. What may this
message or prophecy be? Those now
living shall never know unless the se-

cret of the prolongation of Ufo be dis-

covered shortly.
The other experiment of the Modern

Historic Records Association Is more
satisfying, because its results are now
accessible and can be made public. Tho
association recently aent four parch-
ment pages to well known men of the
present all over the world asking
them to record on this pari'hment In
Indestructible Ink the thought or
achievement for which they would like
to be remembered for all eternity. This
parchment was to bo preserved In such
i way that should all other records of
their lives disappear It would perpetuate
their memories. The task was not
an easy one to execute and the results,
as they come In one by one, have
proved highly Interisting.

This undertaking on the part of tho
association Is only one phase of its aim
to preserve all vital records of tho
day for posterity. It originated slightly
more than a year ago. at the Instiga-
tion of Alexander Konta, and with tho
cooperation of other men, who reallzo
that posterity may Inherit but a poor
and fragmentary record of the present
clay. In the word" of tho secretary of
the association, William George Jordan:

"Tho last century has left us a
better record of Its day than wo Mhall
leave for the next century. This Is
due to tho fact that our history Is
being recorded on paper of the most
perishable kind. All current records
will he wiped out of existence in half
a century If they are not preserved
In a more permanent form than they
nre nt present. This situation would
prove calamitous to the generations
that follow us, and It Is to remedy this
situation that the Modern Historic
Itecords Association has come Into ex-

istence.
"All our newspapers are now printed

on paper made of wood pulp. This Is
tho most perishable kind of paper and
one hundred years hence there will
probably not be a single paper of the
present day In a fair state of preserva-
tion. Thus tho next century would be
robbed of one of tho most vital sources
of tho history of our times. Likewise,
vital statistics aro now carelessly
recorded on paper of a similarly perish-
able quality. A century hence they
will be wiped out of existence and tho
generations to' come will be deprived
of the benefit of o'jr extensive ex-
perience.

"In order to save these vital statis-
tics and all Important documents from
destruction by the ravages of time,
our association has inaugurated a cam-
paign to proservo them In Imperlshnblo
form, using all tho most advanced mod-
ern methods to do so. This Is abso-
lutely necessary nowadays because tho
records of our time nre 'writ In water.'
In our desperate wish to satisfy tho
present we have no eye for tho fu-

ture.
"To take a striking example, tho In-

dian race Is rnpldly dying out und will
soon have disappeared entirely. What
Is being dono to proservo a record of
Its character, Its nppcarance, Its mode of
living? Practically nothing. Tho books
which have been written cannot bo con-
sidered, for Ilko nil modern books, they
are made of material which will crum-
ble In a short time. Yet tho story of
this race should bo preserved. Tho
same may bo said of many other phases
of contemporary life.

"Our association has undertaken to
employ tho best methods of preserving
tho vital records of our day, records
that will still be fresh when present
day documents will have crumbled to
dust. Tho specific objects of tho as-

sociation include tho uso of tho photo-
graphic, plato as tho most durable means
of preserving records and documents; of
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ESSAGES FOR POSTERITY A CENTURY HENGE
Great Thoughts of Famous Men to Be Preserved in
Imperishable Records for All Time Sealed Envelopes
for Descendants of Families of the Present Generation
to Be Deposited in One of the Pyramids of. Egypt

the preservation of the utterances of
celebrities; of the moving picture ma-

chines In obtaining records of Important
events; nnd the application of all other
suitable means for transmitting to pos- -
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tcrlty a vivid nnd record
of tho Ufo and of tho day,
Tho proposes to erect fire-
proof for tho of its
i coords and to certain records
mado for educational usu
tho

"You will tho significance
of this work when I ask you to Imaglno
what a contribution to tho present a
moving record of tho meeting
at which tho of

was signed would be. Or try to
Imagine what a record of
Lincoln tho Gettysburg ad-

dress would bo like. At present, wo
get our nt second and third
hand from books, but the futuro

will bo able to sea and hear
things of historic Importance ex- -

aetly ns they occurred and from tho
lips of the great men who were nn Im-

portant factor In them."
Perhaps few of the records being pre-

served by the nre more In- -
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than tho messages to
by famous men. Each has

that his message will re-

main us a und is
natural to assumo that ho has put his
best thought Into tho Among
those who havo
aro Taft,
Andrew of

George Hernard Shaw, Arthur
Wing Sir William nnd
Maurice Somo of tho mes-
sages aru us follows:

ny Tnfl.
I to no man in my lovo of peace,

In my hatred of war nnd my earnest do-sl-

to ovoid Svar. I bellovo that wo
havo made great strides toward peaco
within the last decade. No one thut I

know of goes In settling
than I do, and

In laying down my office I could leave
no grcuter claim to the of my
countrymen than to have secured gen- -
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President Roosevelt,

Carnegie,
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gratitude

eral treaties of arbitration with tho
great Powers of tho world.

The defeat In tho Senate of tho trea-
ties of arbitration with England and
Franco was a great to
mo. I havo sounded tho all
over the United States and I am

that they nro with mo on this
question, and in or out of
ofllco 1 shall to ralso my voice
In favor of international arbitration.

Ilernnrd Slum's
I nm to "define tho

thut govern tho dramatist In his selec-
tion of themes nnd his method of treat-
ment." Rut pray who told you, gentle-
men, that tho dramatists aro governed
by principles or that thoy havo any
choice in the of and

mclhods? I am not governed by prin-
ciples. I nm Inspired; how or why I
cannot because I do not know.
Hut Inspiration must be, for It comes
to mo without nny reference to my
alms or Interests. I find myself pos-

sessed of n theme In the following man-
ner:

1 am pushed by a natural need to set
to work to write down conversations
that como Into my head unaccountably.
At first I hardly know the speakers and
cannot find nnmes for them. Then they
become more and more familiar nnd I
learn their names. Finally I como to
know them very well nnd discover what
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explain,
It

it Is they aro at and why they
havo said and done tho things I havo
been moved to set down. This Is not
being "guided by principles"; It Is hal-

lucination; and sun i) hallucination Is
what we call play or drama.

I not select my methods; they aro
on mo by a hundred considera-

tions, Ry tho conditions of
theatrical representation, by tho laws
devised by tho municipality to guard
against fires and other nccldents to
which theatres nro liable, by tho
economic of com-
merce, by tho naturo nnd limits of tho
art of by tho capacity of the

for understanding what they
seo and hear, and by tho accidental cir-

cumstances of tho particular produc-
tion hand. I havo to think of my

pocket, of the manager's pocket, of tho
actors' pockets, of tho spectators'
pockets. I havo to consider theatre
rents, tho rate of Interest needed to
tempt capitalists to faco the risks of
financing theatres, tho extent to which
tho magic of art can break through
commercial prudence. I could tell
ninny other secrets of my trade, but
these aro enough to put tho wise In-

quirer on tho track of tho rest.
(Written on a holiday at Windermere In

Cumberland.)

11 Alfonso, Klntc of Spnln.

Tho best kind of glory which Is my
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ambition Is that of passing Into history
as having obtained tho well being of my
country,
I)mt-- ) I'u ino in Manila Dar Order.

"You may flro when you uro ready,
Orldloy."
"Who niea Illeh, Dim Disgraced"

Andrew Cnrnriclr,
Men may dlo without incurring tho

pity of their fellows still sharers In
great business enterprises from which
their capital cannot be, or has not been,
withdrawn nnd which Is left chiefly at
death for public uses, yet tho day Is
not far distant when tho man who dies
leaving behind him millions of available,
wealth which was free for him to dis-

tribute during Ufo will pass away "un-
wept, unhonored and unsung" no mat- -

tcr to what uses ho leaves tho dross
which ho cannot take with him. Of
such ns theso tho public verdict will
bo: "Tho man who dies thus rich dies
disgraced." Such In my opinion Is tho
truo gospel concerning wealth, obedi-
ence to which Is destined somo day to
solvo tho question of the rich nnd poor,
nnd to bring peace on enrth, among
men good will.

Theodore noonrvrlt and
Lincoln.

Abraham

AH that wo aro trying to do Is to
apply tho principles of Abraham Lin-
coln to tho Issues of tho present day.
Ho fought In his time for soclnl and
Industrial Justice; and wo aro making
the same fight In our time. He sought
to mako tho Constitution and tho courts
Instruments for securing Justice, In-

stead of barriers to prevent tho aboli-
tion of Justice. This Is precisely what
wo nro seeking to do. Ho worked In
a spirit of sano nnd tempered radical-
ism. Wo work In tho same spirit. Ho
used practical common senso as a ser-
vant of lofty Idealism. Wo strive to
show the samo practical common senso,
and the same devotion to high Ideals,

II Sir Arthur Wlnsr I'lnero.
When you sit In your stall nt tho

theatre and see a play moving across
tho stage, It all seems so easy nnd nat-
ural you feel ns though tho nuthor had
Improvised It. Tho characters, being,
let us hope, ordinary human beings, say
nothing very remarkable, nothing, you
think (thereby paying tho author tho
highest compliment), that might not
fiUlte well have occurred to you. When

l you take up a playbook (If you ever do
take one up) It strikes you as being a
very trifling thing a mere Insubstan-
tial pamphlet besldo tho Imposing bulk
of tho latest six shilling novel. Llttlo
do you guess that every page of tho
play has cost more care, severer mental
tension, If not more actual manual labor,
than any chapter of a novel, though It
be fifty pages long.

Or Sir Illram .Maxim.
At the present moment 'flying ma-

chines and screw propellers nro much
more efficient than either Prof. Langley
or myself Imagined.

Most certainly flying machines will
have a strong tendency to put a stop
to wars, at least between first class
nations, because those who are re-
sponsible for the war will find them-
selves In the "firing line," nn uncom-
fortable position that they have gen-
erally avoided up to the present time.,

A thousand aeroplanes can be built
for the cost of one first class battle-
ship.

i

Sir Wllllan Crookea'a Dark Propk
ecr.

All civilized nations stand In deadly
peril of not having enough to eat. As
mouths multiply food resources dwindle.
Land is a limited quantity and the land
that will grow wheat Is totally unequal
to the strain put upon It. Under
present conditions of low acre yield
wheat cannot long retain Its dominant
position among the foodstuffs of too
civilized world.

What Is to happen If the present rate
of population be maintained, an If
arable areas of sufficient extent cannot""
be adapted and made contributory to
the subsistence of so great a host? Art
we to go hungry and to know the trial
of scarcity? That Is the poignant ques-
tion.

I have said that starvation may bo
averted through tho laboratory. Be-
fore we are In the grip of actual dearth
the chemist will come to the rescue f
the threatened communities and post-
pone the day of famine to so distant &
period that wo and our sons and grand-
sons may legitimately live without un-
due solicitude for the future.

OYSTERS NEW YORK MISSED
"Mattltucks, aren't they?" asked tho

old time gourmet as the second of his
raw oysters disappeared and he leaned
back enjoying Its flavor. "And mighty
good they are too. Do you know wo
do not enjoy oysters ns our fathers did.
Oyster cocktails are a crime; condi-
ments of any kind a sacrilege.

"To my notion the best flavored oyster
In the world Is grown In Long Island
Sound less than a hundred miles from
this city, nnd yet wo never have them
here. When I go to visit my grandson
at Yale I always go to one place whero
I can revel In them. I get them nt a
couple of Philadelphia clubs, but thcro
they lack their distinctive salty flavor
of tho deep sea, because Phlladelphlans
prefer oysters that have been 'floated
and so lost much of their savor.

"Just now I will not say whero theso
oysters grow, but come spring nnd I'll
Invito you to Join mo in a trip to tho
spot. I think I can get tho old chap
who grows them to tnke us out on his
dredge to the bed that lies between two
Islands, There he keeps a bed of three
and four year olds. Fresh from their
eight fathom bed, with nn oyster knlfo
ns our only tnblo equipment, I'll show
you tho best flavored oyster In tho
world.

"Dr. Wiley, the puro food man, knows
them and has spoken in their praise.
Tho lato John Starln know tho place
and tho oysters nnd tried to buy tho
spot. Sam Ward rest his soul! pro-
nounced them an oyster without an
equal, and Larry Jerome, who was a
connoisseur In oysters, was of his opin-
ion. You havo heard of Rrown, tho ro-

tund sexton of Graco Church and tho
dictator to society In his day? Ho made
their acquaintance when ho summered
In Connecticut, and for many winters ho
had them shipped to him weekly. But
tho present generation know nothing of
them, I daro say, and wouldn't nppre-clat- o

them If they did, for they would
smother them with cocktail sauce, or
lemon nnd horseradish and so lose tho
truo flavor.

"It's rather strango how New York
camo to miss those oysters. Tho man
who owned the bed onco tried to get
Dorlon, who was New York's great oys-term-

a full generation ago, to tako his
produce. Dorlon wanted so many bar-
rels a week that tho grower could not
supply them from his limited acreage,
and Dorlon would not tako tho few ho
offered to ship. That's whero New York
oyster lovers lost their chance ' nnd
tho grower a reputation and a possible
fortune.

"How Philadelphia captured thch
III!! r 1(111 111 LT I lfA.'lr- - H 111 W I HIT I IIYIH'I"
somo Quaker discovered them, Just, as
did, ny accident, told his dealer and so
got tho oysters ho wanted. I was told
In New Haven last week that ono.'rlilln-dclphl- a

dealer takes thirty barrels a day
from September to May and frofn. fifteen
to (twenty barrels a week all summer
when ho can get them."


